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Message from the Appraiser

Paul Welcome

News Briefs
 Update contact info: The Johnson 
County Appraiser’s Office will be 
terminating its old phone number as of 
August 1, 2007, and will exclusively 
be using the relatively new number 
913-715-9000.  This new number 
was implemented at the end of 2005 
year as part of the county’s initiative 
of adopting a unifi ed voice platform, 
which led to the installment of a 
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
telephone system.

Please review your contact information 
for the Appraiser’s Offi ce and ensure 
you have the new 715-9000 phone 
number, as well as our relatively new 
address, which is:

11811 S. Sunset Dr., Suite 2100
Olathe, Kansas 66061-7060

913-715-9000 Residential and commercial real 
estate sales were down sharply in the 
second quarter of 2007 compared to 
previous years.  A total of 4,451 sales 
were documented 
by the Statistical 
Real Estate divi-
sion of the Johnson 
County Appraiser’s 
Offi ce, a signifi cant 
decrease of approxi-
mately 16 percent 
from 2006 for the 
same quarter.  To 
date, sales are down 

15.7 percent overall from last year.
The chart below illustrates how 

sales in the second quarter compare 
to prior years.

Sales continue downward

Dear Readers;
The Johnson County Appraiser’s 

Office is diligently working toward 
implementing the new Computer-
Assisted Mass Appraisal 
(CAMA) system, which is 
called Orion.  At the time of 
publication of this newslet-
ter we will have complet-
ed testing version 9.0 and 
moved into live production.

As of June 18, 2007, we 
are functioning solely on 
Orion and are only using 
the previous CAMA sys-
tem to review history.  All 
data entry is now being added 
only in Orion and all future valua-
tions will be generated via the new 
system, which contains increased 
functionality and incorporates a vari-

ety of appraisal applications into one.
Currently we are heavily involved in 

training staff how to use the new sys-
tem, as well as the new version.  There 

is a learning curve due to 
the move from a mainframe 
system to a Windows-based 
system.  This learning curve 
also entails the challenge of 
not only switching to a new 
system after working ap-
proximately 20 years in the 
old one but also the feat of 
amending all the work prac-
tices involved, which can be 

a tremendous task for staff.
Aside from Orion, our offi ce 

has begun work toward the 2008 valu-
ation cycle.  Real estate appraisers are 
in the fi eld collecting new construction 
data and verifying sales information.  

Second-quarter Sales
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Investing in versatility and mobility
The Johnson County Appraiser’s 

Office recently moved forward in 
implementing the latest in innova-
tive, cutting-edge mobile computing 
technology by investing in Tablet PCs 
for its real estate fi eld appraisers.  The 
offi ce purchased 20 of the mobile PCs 
this quarter, along with the necessary 
accessories, and employees are cur-
rently in training on how to use the 
devices.

The Appraiser’s Office selected 
Motion Computing’s LE1700, which 
comes with the power of an Intel® 
Core™ 2 Duo processor , a 12.1” high 
resolution View Anywhere® display 
that maximizes viewability outdoors, 
and the WriteTouch™ Display that 
combines active pen digitizing and ca-
pacitive touchscreen capabilities.  The 
mobile device also comes with fi nger-
print ID for added security, as well as 

handwritten and voice recognition for 
data entry.

County Appraiser Paul Welcome 
stated this device will be a replace-
ment for fi eld appraisers’ desktop PCs, 
with the idea being having a “single-
asset item” that brings versatility in 
the fi eld, in the offi ce and in property 
hearings.

“We are investing in versatility and 
mobility, which will lead to an increase 

in productivity and effi-
ciency by giving apprais-
ers in the fi eld the tools 
and resources necessary 
to maximize their work 
efforts,” Welcome said.

Welcome added it will 
be a learning curve ini-
tially but it will quickly 
pass and appraisers will 
be able to take full advan-
tage of the cutting-edge 
technology.


